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ABSTRACT

Neurons in the pretectal nucleus lentiformis mesencephali (LM) are involved in the
analysis of optic flow. LM provides mossy fiber inputs to folia VI-VIII of the posterior
cerebellum and IXcd of the vestibulocerebellum. Previous research has shown that the
vestibulocerebellum is involved in visual-vestibular integration supporting gaze stabiliza-
tion. The function of folia VI-VIII in pigeons is not well understood; however, these folia
receive input from a tectopontine system, which is likely involved with analyzing local motion
as opposed to optic flow. We sought to determine whether the mossy fiber input from LM to
IXcd differs from that to VI-VIII. Fluorescent retrograde tracers were injected into these
folia, and the pattern of labeling in LM was observed. Large multipolar neurons were labeled
throughout the rostrocaudal extent of LM. There was a clear mediolateral difference: 74.3%
of LM neurons projecting to IXcd were located in the lateral subnucleus of LM (LMI), whereas
73.8% of LM neurons projecting to VI-VIII were found in medial LM (LMm). This suggests
that the subnuclei of LM have differing roles. In particular, the LM1-IXcd pathway is involved
in generating the optokinetic response. We suggest that the pathway from LMm to VI-VIII
is integrating optic flow and local motion to support various oculomotor and visuomotor
behaviors, including obstacle avoidance during locomotion. J. Comp. Neurol. 499:732-744,
2006. © 2006 Wiley-Liss, Inc.

Indexing terms: optokinetic; optic flow; vestibulocerebellum; avian cerebellum; fluorescent
tracers; oculomotor cerebellum

As organisms move through their environment, optic
flow occurs across the retina (Gibson, 1954). Optic flow
subserves many behaviors: control of posture and locomo-
tion, determination of heading, generation of compensa-
tory movements, and navigation (Lee and Lishman, 1977;
Simpson, 1984; Lappe and Rauschecker, 1994; Bardy et
al., 1999; Srinivasan et al., 1999; O’Brien et al., 2001;
Warren et al., 2001). Optic flow is analyzed by retinal-
recipient nuclei in the accessory optic system (AOS; Simp-
son, 1984; Giolli et al., 2006) and pretectum (Simpson et
al., 1988; Gamlin, 2006). In birds, this pretectal nucleus is
known as the lentiformis mesencephali (LM), the homo-
logue of the mammalian nucleus of the optic tract (NOT;
Collewijn, 1975b; Hoffmann and Schoppmann, 1975;
McKenna and Wallman, 1985). The nucleus of the basal
optic root (nBOR) of the avian AOS is the homolog of the
terminal nuclei of the mammalian AOS (Simpson, 1984;
Giolli et al., 2006).
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LM is a retinal-recipient structure that has been di-
vided into medial and lateral subnuclei (LMm and LMI,
respectively) based on cytoarchitecture (see also Gottlieb
and McKenna, 1986; Gamlin and Cohen, 1988a). LM neu-
rons respond best to moving large-field visual stimuli (i.e.,
optic flow; McKenna and Wallman, 1985; Winterson and
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Brauth, 1985; Wylie and Crowder, 2000) and have been
explicitly implicated in generation of the optokinetic re-
sponse (Gioanni et al., 1983; Simpson et al., 1988). In
pigeons, the efferent projections of LM include ipsilateral
projections to the medial column of the inferior olive
(mclIO), nBOR, parts of the anterior dorsal thalamus, and
structures along the midline in the mesencephalon
(Clarke, 1977; Gamlin and Cohen, 1988b; Wild, 1989;
Wylie et al., 1998a, 1999; Wylie, 2001; Pakan et al., 2006).
In addition, neurons in LM provide a bilateral mossy fiber
projection to folia VI-VIII and IXcd. Together, folia IXcd
and X make up the vestibulocerebellum, but X does not
receive input from LM (Clarke, 1977; Brecha et al., 1980;
Gamlin and Cohen, 1988b; Pakan et al., 2006). The ves-
tibulocerebellum (uvula, nodulus, and flocculus) is in-
volved in generating compensatory eye movements (Ito et
al., 1974; Miles and Lisberger, 1981; Simpson, 1984,
Waespe and Henn, 1987; Nagao et al., 1991; Wylie et al.,
1998b). In contrast, the function of folia VI-VIII in pi-
geons has not been extensively investigated; however,
these folia receive input from a tectopontine system
(Clarke, 1977), which is implicated in avoidance behavior
(Hellmann et al., 2004). In mammals, folia VI-VIII, in
particular folium VII, are referred to as the “oculomotor
vermis” and have been linked to saccades and pursuit eye
movements (for review see Voogd and Barmack, 2006).

Previously we have shown that there are some differ-
ences with respect to the projection of LMm and LMI: the
projection to nBOR and preoculomotor structures along
the midline of the mesencephalon is primarily from LMI
as opposed to LMm (Pakan et al., 2006). The aim of the
present study was to determine whether the mossy fiber
input from LM to folium IXcd differs from that to folia
VI-VIII. We injected fluorescent retrograde tracers into
these folia and observed the pattern of labeling in LM and
throughout the brain.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

The methods reported herein conformed to the guide-
lines established by the Canadian Council on Animal Care
and were approved by the Biosciences Animal Care and
Policy Committee at the University of Alberta. Five silver
king and homing pigeons (Columba livia), obtained from a
local supplier, were anesthetized by intramuscular injec-
tion of a ketamine (65 mg/kg)/xylazine (8 mg/kg) cocktail,
with supplemental doses administered as necessary. Ani-
mals were placed in a stereotaxic device with pigeon ear
bars and a beak bar adapter so that the orientation of the
skull conformed to the atlas of Karten and Hodos (1967).
To access folia VI, VII, and VIII, bone was removed from
the dorsomedial surface of the cerebellum, lateral to the
midsagittal sinus. To access the flocculus, the bone sur-
rounding the semicircular canals was removed, because
the dorsal surface of the flocculus (folium IXcd) lies within
the radius of the anterior semicircular canal. The dura
was removed, and a glass micropipette (4—5 pm tip diam-
eter) containing 2 M NaCl was advanced into the cerebel-
lum with a hydraulic microdrive (Fredrick Haer & Co.).
This allowed extracellular recordings to be made from
Purkinje cell complex spike activity, and the depth of the
granular layer of the targeted folium was determined.
Once the desired depth was established, the recording
electrode was replaced with a micropipette (tip diameter
20-30 pm) containing green or red fluorescent latex mi-
crospheres (Lumafluor Corp., Naples, FL). The red and
green latex microspheres are retrograde tracers that flu-
oresce under rhodamine and fluorescein isothiocyanate
(FITC) filters, respectively. The tracers were pressure in-
jected by using a Picospritzer II (General Valve Corpora-
tion; 40 psi, 100 msec duration/puff). After surgery, the
craniotomy was filled with bone wax and the wound su-

Abbreviations
AOS accessory optic system nBORd nucleus of the basal optic root, pars dorsalis
Au auricle nBORp nucleus of the basal optic root, proper
Cb cerebellum NOT nucleus of the optic tract
CE external cuneate nucleus nVI nucleus of the sixth cranial nerve (abducens)
CP posterior commisure NVI sixth cranial nerve (abducens)
dl dorsal'lamella of the inferior olive nX nucleus of the vagus nerve
DLP posterior do_rsolsflteral n_ucleus of the thalamus NXII twelfth cranial verve (hypoglossal nerve)
FLM medial longitudinal f351C1}1us . nXII nucleus of the twelfth cranial verve (hypoglossal)
FRL lateral mesencephalic reticular formation 0S superior olive
FRM medial mesencephalic reticular formation PPC nucleus principalis precommisuralis
gCt SUbSta{‘;’la grlse? ienltrahs ! ienl 1 PST tractus pretectosubpretectalis
G%v \tzscxtt;aglp:a et of the lateral geniculate nucleus PT pretectal nucleus
Y h,
%—Iy ?}iPOth?laﬁﬁs bell gt ;i?:l:us rotundus
1Co noulclllglls i(; tersofﬁzilsﬁlslm Ru nucleus ruber (red nucleus)
. . . SCE/T stratum cellulare externum/internum
Ime nucleus isthmi, pars magnocellularis SG bstanti lati Rolandi (tri ini)
IPS nucleus interstitiopretectosubpretectalis S substantia gelatinosa Rolandi {trigemint
IS interstitial nucleus (of Cajal) S?’p straltum oplt):wurtn tali
IXed folium IXed nucleus subpretectalis
LM nucleus lentiformis mesencephali SpL lateljal spi}'iform nucleus
LM], LMm  nucleus lentiformis mesencephali, pars lateralis, pars me- %pg m‘i’fhatl s$1r1form nucleus
dialis e optic tectum
LP lateral pontine nuclei TIO tractus isthmoopticus
LPC nucleus laminaris precommisuralis TrO tractus optlc_:us
mclO medial column of the inferior olive TT tectotha}amlc.tracF
MLd lateral mesencephalic nucleus, pars dorsalis TTD descending trigeminal nerve nucleus and tract
MP medial pontine nuclei VeS superior vestibular nucleus
MST middle superior temporal area V1 ventral lamella of the inferior olive
nBOR nucleus of the basal optic root VTA ventral tegmental area
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tured. Birds were given an intramuscular injection of bu-
prenorphine (0.012 mg/kg) as an analgesic.

After a recovery period of 2—3 days, the animals were
deeply anesthetized with sodium pentobarbital (100 mg/
kg) and immediately perfused with phosphate-buffered
saline (0.9% NaCl, 0.1 M phosphate buffer). The brains
were extracted, then flash-frozen in 2-methylbutane and
stored at —80°C until sectioning. Brains were embedded in
optimal cutting temperature medium, and 40-pm coronal
sections were cut through the cerebellum, brainstem, and
thalamus with a cryostat and mounted on electrostatic
slides. Sections were viewed with a compound light micro-
scope (Leica DMRE) equipped with the appropriate fluo-
rescence filters (rhodamine and FITC). Images were ac-
quired with a Retiga EXi FAST Cooled mono 12-bit
camera (Qimaging, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada)
and analyzed with Openlab imaging software (Improvi-
sion, Lexington, MA). Images were adjusted in Adobe Pho-
toshop to compensate for brightness and contrast.

Nomenclature

For the nomenclature of LM, we relied on Gamlin and
Cohen (1988a,b), who divided the LM into a medial and a
lateral subdivision (LMm, LMI, respectively). Both subnu-
clei contain large multipolar cells, which project to the
vestibulocerebellum (Gottlieb and McKenna, 1986; Gam-
lin and Cohen, 1988b; Pakan et al., 2006). Continuous
with the LMI at its lateral and caudal aspects is the tectal
gray. The LMm, LM], and rostral part of tectal gray all
receive retinal input (Gamlin and Cohen, 1988a). The
LMm is bordered medially by the nucleus laminaris pre-
commissuralis, a thin strip of cells that does not receive
retinal input. Medial to the nucleus laminaris precommi-
suralis is the nucleus principalis precommissuralis, which
is lateral to the nucleus rotundus (see Fig. 3E-I). In Nissl-
stained sections and in fresh tissue viewed under the
fluorescent microscope, the layers of the pretectum are
relatively easy to distinguish, although the border be-
tween tectal gray and LMI can be difficult to localize.
Previously the LMm was known as the LM magnocellu-
laris (LMmc), and the LMI and tectal gray were included
as the LM parvocellularis (LMpc; Karten and Hodos,
1967).

For the nomenclature of the subdivisions of the inferior
olive, we relied on Arends and Voogd (1989). The inferior
olive consists of a dorsal and a ventral lamella that are
joined medially by the medial column of the inferior olive
(mcIO). The mcIO projects topographically to the vestibu-
locerebellum (Wylie et al., 1999; Crowder et al., 2000). For
the zonal projection of the ventral lamella and the dorsal
lamella to folia VI-VIII, we also relied on Arends and
Voogd (1989). For the nomenclature of the cerebellar folia,
we used Karten and Hodos (1967).

As in mammals, the cerebellum in birds is highly foli-
ated but is restricted to a vermis without hemispheres.
Folia IXcd (uvula) and X (nodulus) make up the vestibu-
locerebellum. Larsell (1967) considered the lateral exten-
sions of folium IXcd and X as the paraflocculus and floc-
culus, respectively. In recent years, we (Wylie and Frost,
1999; Winship and Wylie, 2003; Wylie et al., 2003a,b) have
divided the vestibulocerebellum into flocculus, nodulus,
and ventral uvula based on function and homology with
mammals. Purkinje cells throughout the vestibulocerebel-
lum respond to optokinetic stimulation (see, e.g., Wylie et
al., 1993). In the lateral half of IXcd and X, they respond
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best to rotational stimuli about the vertical axis (rVA
neurons) or a horizontal axis oriented 45° to the midline
(rH45 neurons). These responses are essentially identical
to those observed in the mammalian flocculus (Graf et al.,
1988; Wylie and Frost, 1993). Thus, we consider these
zones in the lateral half of both IXcd and X as the floccu-
lus. In mammals, a similar phenomenon has occurred:
parts of the cerebellum traditionally included in the ven-
tral paraflocculus are now considered part of the “floccular
region,” “lobe,” or “complex” (see Voogd and Barmack,
2006). In keeping with Larsell (1967), we refer to the
medial half of folia IXcd and X as the “uvula” and “nodu-
lus,” respectively.

RESULTS

Injection sites and retrograde labeling in
the inferior olive

In all experimental animals, an injection of either red or
green latex microspheres was made into folium IXed, and
an injection of an alternate color was made into one of folia
VI (1), VII (3), or VIII (1). The topography of the projection
from the subnuclei of the inferior olive to the cerebellar
cortex has been well documented (Arends and Voogd,
1989; Lau et al., 1998; Wylie et al., 1999; Crowder et al.,
2000; Pakan et al., 2005), so the pattern of retrograde
labeling in the inferior olive served as a guide to verify the
location and extent of the injection sites. Figure 1 shows a
schematic of the olivocerebellar projections and zonal or-
ganization of the posterior vermis based on these afore-
mentioned studies. Specifically, for injections in VI-VIII,
retrograde labeling in the dorsal lamella of the inferior
olive (see Fig. 4A,B) was indicative of an injection in zone
A, and/or A,, labeling in the ventral lamella of the inferior
olive (Fig. 4C) was indicative of an injection in zone C, and
labeling in the ventral strip of the mcIO was indicative of
an injection in zones B or E. For the IXcd injections,
labeling in the caudal half of the medial mcIO was indic-
ative of injections in floccular zones 0 and 2 (rVA zones),
whereas labeling in the rostral half of the medial mcIO
was indicative of injections in floccular zones 1 and 3
(rH45 zones; Fig. 4B,C; Wylie et al., 1999; Pakan et al.,
2005). Labeling in the lateral half of the mcIO (i.e., lateral
to the twelfth cranial nerve) was indicative of injections in
the translation areas in the medial half of folium IXcd
(ventral uvula; Fig. 1A; Lau et al., 1998; Crowder et al.,
2000). Figure 2 shows drawings of the locations and extent
of the injection sites from all cases. Based on these data,
the zonal location of each injection is indicated in Table 1.

In four cases (cases 1-4), injections into folium IXcd
were made just below the surface of the exposed auricle,
i.e., the flocculus (Fig. 2A-D), and retrograde labeling was
abundant in the medial mcIO but absent in the lateral
mclO. In the remaining case (case 5), the injection in IXcd
was more medial in the vestibulocerebellum; i.e., the
uvula (Fig. 2E). Labeling was restricted to the lateral
mclO, indicating the injection spared the flocculus. A few
cells were observed ipsilateral to the exposed side, indi-
cating that the injection crossed the midline. All five in-
jections in IXcd appeared confined to that folium, with the
possible exception of case 2. In this case, there was some
suggestion that the injection spread into the adjacent fo-
lium IXab, but there were no retrogradely labeled cells in
the ventral or dorsal lamellae of the inferior olive.
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Fig. 1. Olivocerebellar zones in the pigeon. A and B show repre-
sentations of coronal sections through the cerebellum (A, caudal; B,
rostral). C shows coronal sections through the inferior olive (top =
rostral). The parasaggital zones shown on the left side in A and B are
color coded to correspond with the region of the inferior olive provid-
ing climbing fiber input. The organization of the zones in the vestibu-
locerebellum (folia IXcd and X) is based on Wylie and colleagues (Lau
et al., 1998; Wylie et al., 1999; Crowder et al., 2000; Pakan et al.,
2005). Zones 0-3 make up the flocculus and contain the rotation
sensitive Purkinje cells (rVA and rH45 zones). The “trans” zone in-
cludes the nodulus (X) and ventral uvula (IXcd) and contains Purkinje
cells responsive to translational optokinetic stimuli. Zones A-E are
based on Arends and Voogd (1989). For abbreviations see list. Scale
bars = 1 mm.

Retrograde labeling in LM, nBOR, and other
brain regions

Retrograde labeling was analyzed throughout the brain,
focusing on several areas that project to folia VI-IXcd.
Figure 3 shows selected tracings of coronal sections from
case 3, illustrating retrograde labeling from injections
(Fig. 3J) in VII (green) and IXcd (red). From caudally to
rostrally, the main areas of interest include the inferior
olive (Fig. 3A), the medial and lateral pontine nuclei (Fig.
3B), the nucleus of the basal optic root (nBOR; Fig. 3C),
the medial spiriform nucleus (Fig 3D), and the LM (Fig.
3E-I). Surprisingly little labeling was seen in the ventral
leaflet of the lateral geniculate nucleus, even though we
have observed labeling in previous studies from injections
of retrograde tracer into folium IX (Pakan et al., 2006). In
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Fig. 2. Location and extent of injection sites in the cerebellum.
A-E show representations of half coronal sections through the pigeon
cerebellum, illustrating each injection site (gray shading) according to
case number. Vertical lines through the folia represent climbing fiber
projection zones, which are labeled in A (see also Fig. 1). Each case
had two injection sites; one in folium IXcd and one in folia VI, VII, or
VIII. Au, auricle. Scale bar = 1 mm.

all cases, only a few scattered cells were observed in cau-
dolateral aspect of this nucleus. Retrogradely labeled cells
were also found in the vestibular and cerebellar nuclei,
particularly from the IXcd injections, but were not ana-
lyzed in any detail.

Labeled cells were observed in LM and nBOR from all
injections (Fig. 4D-G; see also Fig. 3C, E-I). Overall, la-
beling in the nBOR was equally abundant on the contra-
and ipsilateral sides (48% vs. 52%). Labeling in the LM
was greater on the contralateral side (60% vs. 40%). In
Table 1, the numbers of cells found in the contralateral
nBOR and LM are indicated for each injection. Figure 5A
shows a histogram of the relative percentage of cells la-
beled in the contralateral nBOR vs. LM averaged across
all injections in IXcd (left) vs. injections in VI-VIII (right).
Note that there was relatively more input to IXcd from
nBOR compared with LM (60:40; see also Fig. 4D). How-
ever, the input to VI-VIII was much heavier from LM
compared with nBOR; the projection from nBOR to VI-
VIII was sparse (Table 1; see also Fig. 3C).

The drawings in Figure 3E-I show the distribution of
retrograde labeling in the contralateral LM from case 3.
Figure 4E-G shows fluorescent photomicrographs of ret-
rograde labeling in the contralateral LM from case 2 (E,F)
and case 5 (G). These images represent the typical pattern
of labeling observed in LM: retrogradely labeled cells from
folia VI-VIII injections were found mainly in LMm,
whereas the input to IXcd was largely from LMI. Averaged
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TABLE 1. Summary of the Injection Site Locations and Retrograde Labeling in the Medial and Lateral Subnuclei of the Pretectal Nucleus Lentiformis
Mesencephali (LMm. LMI) and Nucleus of the Basal Optic Root mBOR) Contralateral to the Injection Site

No. of cells labeled from IXcd

No. of cells labeled from VI-VIII

injections injections
Case IXcd injection VI-VIII injection nBOR LMm LM1 nBOR LMm LMl
1 Flocculus zone 2 VI (red) zone Ay 35 6 20 69 173 86
2 Flocculus zones 1, 2 VII (green) zone C 111 63 45 35 344 53
3 Flocculus zones 0-3 VII (green) zone Ay 133 21 96 12 41 22
4 Flocculus zone 2 VIII (red) zone E 66 0 17 28 54 21
5 Uvula all zones VII (red) zone Ay 503 109 263 2 29 8
Total 848 215 518 146 641 190

P 3.00

Fig. 3. Distribution of retrograde labeling from injections into folium
IXed and folium VII (case 3). A-D show tracings of coronal sections,
caudal to rostral, through the inferior olive, the pontine nuclei, the
nucleus of the basal optic root, and the spiriform nuclei, respectively. The
approximate anterior-posterior locations according to the atlas of Karten
and Hodos (1967) are listed at right. The red (folium IXcd projecting
cells) and green (folium VII projecting cells) dots represent retrogradely

labeled cells resulting from injections shown in J. E-I show tracings,
caudal to rostral, approximately 160 p.m apart, through the contralateral
LM. The dark and light gray shading represents the lateral and medial
subnuclei of LM, respectively. J shows a fluorescent image of the injec-
tion sites. The folia are outlined in white, and the white matter is shown
as solid white. See list for abbreviations. Scale bars = 1 mm in D (applies
to A-D); 1 mm in I (applies to E-I); 1 mm in J.
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Figure 3 (Continued)

across all cases, 73.8% of retrogradely labeled neurons
from injections into VI-VIII were in LMm, and the re-
maining 26.2% were in LMI. The opposite pattern of ret-
rograde labeling was found for injections in folium IXcd:
74.3% of labeled cells were in LM, and the remaining
25.7% were in LMm (Fig. 5B). In addition, there was also
a dorsal-ventral difference in the distributions such that
more cells from the injections in VI-VIII were labeled in
the dorsal region of LM, and more cells from the IXcd
injections were labeled in the ventral region of LM. This
differential aspect of the distribution is particularly evi-
dent in the caudal regions of LM (see Fig. 3 E,F) and was
present in all cases. Nine double-labeled LM cells were
observed, and all were from case 2. As mentioned above, it

was possible that the injection in IXcd for this case might
have spread into IXab. Thus, with a possible few excep-
tions, individual LM neurons do not project to both IXcd
and VI-VIII.

With respect to the retrograde labeling in nBOR
(Figs. 3C, 4D), there was no apparent difference in the
distribution of cells labeled from injections into IXcd vs.
VI-VIII. Recall that comparatively few cells were la-
beled from the VI-VIII injections, but from all injections
labeled cells were distributed throughout the nucleus,
including the dorsal and the lateral extensions. In total,
10 double-labeled nBOR cells were found in four cases.
Thus, few individual nBOR cells project to both IXcd
and VI-VIII.
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Fig. 4. Photomicrographs of retrograde labeling in the accessory
optic system, pretectum, and inferior olive. A-C: Retrograde label-
ing in the inferior olive from cases 5, 3, and 2, respectively. The
white lines highlight the genu of the hypoglossal nerve. Injections
into folia VI-VIII labeled cells in the dorsal and ventral lamella of
the inferior olive, and injections into folium IXcd labeled cells in
the medial column of the inferior olive (mcIO). D shows labeled
cells in the nucleus of the basal optic root (nBOR) from a green
injection in VII and a red injection in IXcd (case 3). The distribution
within nBOR was not observed to be different between injection
regions; however, more nBOR cells were labeled from injections in
folium IXcd of the vestibulocerebellum compared with folia VI-VIII

Figure 6A—C shows photomicrographs of retrograde la-
beling in the pontine nuclei from injections into folia VII
(cases 2 and 3). Heavy labeling was found throughout the
medial and lateral pontine nuclei following injections into
VI-VIII. This labeling was bilateral, but in general there
was more labeling on the contralateral side. From the
injections into VII, there was more labeling in the medial
pontine nuclei compared with the lateral pontine nuclei.
Retrograde labeling in the medial and lateral pontine
nuclei was not observed from the flocculus injections, but
a few cells were labeled from the uvula injection (see also
Fig. 3B).

injections. E-G show labeled cells in the nucleus lentiformis mes-
encephali (LM) from cases 2 (E,F; a green injection in VII and a red
injection in the flocculus of IXcd) and 5 (G; a green injection in the
uvula of IXed and a red injection in VII). The dashed white lines
represent the boarders of the subnuclei and surrounding areas.
There was approximately three times more labeling observed in the
lateral subnuclei of LM (LMI]) compared with the medial subnuclei
of LM (LMm) from injections into folium IXcd. Conversely, approx-
imately three times more labeling was observed in LMm compared
with LMI from injections into folia VI-VIII. LPC, nucleus laminaris
precommisuralis; PPC, nucleus principalis precommisuralis. Scale
bars = 100 pm.

Figure 6D shows photomicrographs of retrogradely la-
beled cells in the medial spiriform nucleus from an injec-
tion into folia VII in case 3 (see also Fig. 3D). From all
injections into VI-VIII, a strip of cells was labeled along
the dorsolateral border of the medial spiriform nucleus.
Diffuse labeling of large multipolar cells was also found
dorsomedial to the medial spiriform nucleus. It was diffi-
cult to ascribe these to a specific nucleus, but they ap-
peared to reside within the medial pretectal nucleus, the
dorsolateral nucleus of the posterior thalamus, and/or the
area pretectalis. There was no labeling in the medial spiri-
form nucleus from any IXcd injections.
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DISCUSSION

For pigeons, we have shown that there is a topographic
projection from the pretectal nucleus LM to the cerebel-
lum. The projection to folium IXcd of the vestibulocerebel-
lum arises mainly from LMI, whereas that to folia VI-VIII
arises mainly from LMm. Previous electrophysical studies
have not revealed a difference between LMI and LMm:
both subnuclei process optic flow information (Winterson
and Brauth, 1985; Crowder et al., 2003). Neurons in the
avian LM have extremely large receptive fields (average =
60°) and exhibit direction selectivity in response to moving
large-field stimuli. Most neurons prefer temporal to nasal
motion in the contralateral visual field (McKenna and
Wallman, 1985; Winterson and Brauth, 1985; Wylie and
Crowder, 2000). Neurons with essentially identical prop-
erties have been found in the NOT (Collewijn, 1975a;
Hoffmann and Schoppmann, 1981; Winterson and Brauth,
1985; Mustari and Fuchs, 1990). Previous lesion and stim-
ulation studies of LM and NOT have emphasized their
role in the optokinetic response (Gioanni et al., 1983;
Cohen et al., 1992): lesions to LM or NOT markedly impair
or abolish the optokinetic response to stimuli moving in
the temporal to nasal direction. Whereas the LM has been
linked only to the generation of the optokinetic response,
studies suggest the NOT is involved in other behaviors,
including pupillary constriction and convergence (“near”
response; Buttner-Ennever et al., 1996b), smooth pursuit
(Mustari and Fuchs, 1990; Ilg et al.,, 1993; Buttner-
Ennever et al., 1996b; Yakushin et al., 2000), and saccades
(Ballas and Hoffmann, 1985; Sudkamp and Schmidt,
1995; Schmidt, 1996; Price and Ibbotson, 2001).

Mossy fiber inputs to the posterior
cerebellum

Similarly to the case in pigeons, a direct mossy fiber path-
way from LM and nBOR to the cerebellum has been reported
in turtles and fish, but not frogs (fish: Finger and Karten,
1978; turtle: Reiner and Karten, 1978; frogs: Montgomery et
al., 1981). In mammals, there has been no report of a mossy
fiber pathway from the NOT to the cerebellum, but a mossy
fiber projection from the medial terminal nucleus of the AOS
to the vestibulocerebellum has been reported in some species
(chinchilla: Winfield et al., 1978; tree shrew: Haines and
Sowa, 1985), but not others (cats: Kawasaki and Sato, 1980;
rats and rabbits: Giolli et al., 1984). There is evidence of
several indirect pathways from NOT to the cerebellum
through which optic flow information can be conveyed. Most
of the mossy fiber input to the vestibulocerebellum arises in
the vestibular nuclei and the prepositus hypoglossi (Voogd et
al., 1996; Ruigrok, 2003), but there are also projections orig-
inating in the reticular formation, raphe nuclei, and neurons
located within and around the medial longitudinal fasciculus
(Blanks et al., 1983; Sato et al., 1983; Gerrits et al., 1984;
Langer et al., 1985; Voogd et al., 1996; Ruigrok, 2003). The
NOT projects to many of these structures, including the
vestibular nuclei, the medial and dorsolateral nuclei of the
basilar pontine complex, the mesencephalic reticular forma-
tion, the prepositus hypoglossi, and the nucleus reticularis
tegmenti pontis (Itoh, 1977; Terasawa et al., 1979; Cazin et
al., 1982; Holstege and Collewijn, 1982; Giolli et al., 1984,
1985; Torigoe et al., 1986a,b; Giolli et al., 1988; for review see
Simpson et al.,, 1988). Information from the NOT also
reaches folium VII of the oculomotor vermis via the dorsal,
medial, and dorsolateral pontine nuclei and the nucleus re-
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Fig. 5. Magnitude of labeling in the accessory optic system and
pretectum from injections into folium IXcd vs. folia VI-VIII. A shows
a histogram of the relative percentage of cells labeled in the contralat-
eral nucleus of the basal optic root (nBOR; black bars) compared with
the contralateral nucleus lentiformis mesencephali (LM; gray bars)
averaged across all injections in folium IXcd (left) vs. injections in folia
VI-VIII (right). A higher percentage of cells was labeled in nBOR from
IXcd injections, and a higher percentage of cells was labeled in LM
from VI-VIII injections. B shows a histogram of the relative percent-
age of cells in the contralateral lateral subnucleus of lentiformis
mesencephali (LM]; black bars) and medial subnucleus of lentiformis
mesencephali (LMm; gray bars) averaged across all injections in IXcd
(left) vs. injections in VI-VIII (right). Most of the labeled neurons from
injections into VI-VIII were in LMm. Conversely, most of the labeled
neurons from injections into IXced were in LMI.

ticularis tegmenti pontis (Torigoe et al., 1986b; Yamada and
Noda, 1987; Thielert and Thier, 1993; Voogd and Barmack,
2006).

Visual projections to the
vestibulocerebellum and folia VI-VIII

Figure 7A shows a schematic of the connectivity from
LM and nBOR to folium IXcd in pigeons. Included are
mossy fiber connections (present study; Clarke, 1977; Bre-
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Fig. 6. Retrograde labeling in pontine nuclei and the medial
spiriform nucleus. A-C show photomicrographs of retrograde la-
beling in the pontine nuclei from injections into folia VII (cases 2
and 3). Labeled cells can be seen throughout the pontine nuclei on
the ipsilateral and contralateral side. There was more labeling in
the medial pontine nucleus (MP) compared with the lateral pontine
nucleus (LP) from folia VII injections (A). In general, there was
more labeling observed in the contralateral pontine nuclei (B; the
dashed line represents midline). D shows a photomicrograph of

cha et al., 1980; Gamlin and Cohen, 1988b) and visual
climbing fiber inputs (Arends and Voogd, 1989; Lau et al.,
1998; Wylie et al., 1999; Crowder et al., 2000; Wylie,
2001). There is heavy mossy fiber input to folium IXecd
from nBOR and LMI, but much less from LMm. Input
from the pontine nuclei is minimal.

The climbing fiber pathway to the vestibulocerebellum
arises from the mclO, which receives topographic input
from the LM and nBOR (Wylie, 2001). The connectivity of
the optokinetic-olivovestibulocerebellum pathway is re-
markably similar in mammals (Voogd et al., 1996; Voogd
and Wylie, 2004). Furthermore, the zonal organization of
the flocculus is strikingly similar in mammals and birds
(Voogd and Wylie, 2004). Research in many species has
shown that the flocculus is critical for integrating optoki-
netic, vestibular, and eye muscle proprioceptive informa-
tion to control compensatory eye movements (Buttner-
Ennever et al., 1996a,b; Buttner-Ennever and Horn, 1996;
Buttner-Ennever, 2005). The optic flow input is critical for
the modification of the VOR gain (see, e.g., Robinson,
1976; Zee et al., 1981; Ito et al., 1982; Nagao, 1983;
Waespe and Cohen, 1983; Lisberger et al., 1984, 1994).
The role of the ventral uvula and nodulus is not as clear as
the flocculus. In a recent review, Voogd and Barmack
(2006) concluded that the nodulus does not control eye
movement per se but is involved in refining movement and
postural reflexes.

Figure 7B shows a schematic of the input to folia VI-
VIII in pigeons. The mossy fiber input is largely from
LMm and weak from LMI] and nBOR, and there is a heavy

retrogradely labeled cells in the medial spiriform nucleus (SpM)
from an injection into folium VII (case 3). From injections into folia
VI-VIII, a specific and reliable distribution of labeling was seen in
SpM, namely, a strip of cells found on the dorsolateral boarder of
the nucleus. There was no labeling found in SpM from folium IXcd
injections in any of the cases. i/cMP, ipsilateral/contralateral me-
dial pontine nuclei; i/cLP ipsilateral/contralateral lateral pontine
nuclei; SpL, lateral spiriform nucleus; PT, pretectal nucleus. Scale
bars = 100 pm.

input from the pontine nuclei (medial and lateral) and the
medial spiriform nucleus. In pigeons, the cerebellar pro-
jection from the pontine nuclei has been reported previ-
ously (Clarke, 1977). Karten and Finger (1976) reported
that the medial spiriform nucleus projects to folia VIb-IXa
of the cerebellum and that it receives afferents from the
telencephalon. Given the fact that there is not a substan-
tial corticopontocerebellar pathway in birds, these authors
proposed that the medial spiriform nucleus was similar to
a pontine nucleus in mammals insofar as it provides a
pathway from the telencephalon to the cerebellum. How-
ever, little is known about the function of the medial
spiriform nucleus.

In pigeons, the climbing fiber input to folia VI-VIII is
from the dorsal and ventral lamellae of the inferior olive
and is zonally organized (Arends and Zeigler, 1991). The
information carried by these climbing fiber inputs to VI-
VIII is unclear, and studies are wanting. Larsell (1967)
suggested that folium VII is responsible for “visual
power,” noting that this folium was large in raptors.
Clarke (1974) recorded visual units in VI-VIII and sug-
gested that they were of tectal origin. In the tectum,
neurons respond to small moving stimuli or relative mo-
tion (Frost and Nakayama, 1983), and there is a heavy
projection from the tectum to the medial and lateral pon-
tine nuclei (Clarke, 1977). Albeit to a lesser degree, LM
also projects to the pontine nuclei (Clarke, 1977; Gamlin
and Cohen, 1988b). Thus, VI-VIII receives both optic flow
information, from LMm, and local motion information,
from a tectopontine system.
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Fig. 7. Visual mossy fiber and climbing fiber pathways to the
cerebellum. The thicker lines represent a stronger projection. On a
midsagittal section of the pigeon cerebellum, A illustrates the mossy
fiber (left) and climbing fiber (right) input to folium IXcd. Likewise, B
illustrates the mossy fiber (left) and climbing fiber (right) input to
folia VI-VIII. See text for details. LPC, nucleus laminaris precommi-

Larsell (1967) considered the folia of the avian cerebel-
lum to be homologous to those in the vermis of mammals.
However, because stem reptiles lack a highly foliated cer-
ebellum, any explicit homology should be viewed with
caution. Nonetheless there are striking similarities in fo-
lia VI-VIII between birds and mammals. In mammals,
VI-VIII is considered the oculomotor cerebellum. There
are numerous tectopontine inputs, and they have been
implicated in the control and modification of saccades and
smooth pursuit eye movements (for review see Voogd and
Barmack, 2006). Thus, folia VI-VIII in birds could be
involved in the control of saccades. However, this cannot
be the sole role of folia VI-VIII. For the mammalian cer-
ebellum, Voogd and Barmack (2006) have emphasized
that the term “oculomotor cerebellum” is misleading inso-
far as the function of this region likely goes beyond oculo-
motor control. First, only two zones in VII are related to
saccades, and the function of the other zones is unknown.
Second, the input to folia VI-VIII is multimodal and in-
cludes visual, auditory, and trigeminal inputs. Similarly,
in birds, there is a heavy trigeminal input to folia VI-VIII
(Arends et al., 1984; Arends and Zeigler, 1989), and elec-
trophysiological studies have noted visual, auditory, and
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suralis; PPC, nucleus principalis precommisuralis; LM], lateral sub-
nucleus of the nucleus lentiformis mesencephali; LMm, medial sub-
nucleus of the nucleus lentiformis mesencephali; SpM. medial
spiriform nucleus; vl, ventral lamella of the inferior olive; dl, dorsal
lamella of the inferior olive; mcIO, medial column of the inferior olive;
nBOR, nucleus of the basal optic root.

somatosensory responses in these folia (Whitlock, 1952;
Gross, 1970). These findings suggest that, in both mam-
mals and birds, the function of folia VI-VIII extends be-
yond oculomotor control.

Proposed role of folia VI-VIII in
“steering” behavior

As illustrated in Figure 7B, folia VI-VIII are receiving two
types of visual information: optic flow information from
LMm and local object motion from a tectopontine system.
What is the function of this visual-visual integration? One
possible explanation comes from recent work done on area
MST of primate cortex. As with pretectal and AOS neurons,
MST neurons respond best to large-field stimuli simulating
patterns of optic flow (Duffy and Wurtz, 1991), but recent
studies of MST have been exploring interactions between
optic flow and local motion (Logan and Duffy, 2006). Elec-
trophysiological, psychophysical, and modeling studies have
concluded that such optic flow and local motion integration
are important for “steering” during locomotion through a
complex environment consisting of objects and surfaces
(Sherk and Fowler, 2001; Elder et al., 2005; Page and Dulffy,
2005; Sato et al., 2005).
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Clearly, obstacle avoidance and precise steering would
be critical for a variety of behaviors, including flight in
birds, and there is some evidence to suggest that folia
VI-VIII might be involved in steering. Iwaniuk et al.
(2006) showed that folium VI and VII are hypertrophied in
bird species that are classified as strong fliers. Hellmann
et al. (2004) suggested that the tectopontine projection in
pigeons is involved in avoidance. Similarly, Glickstein et
al. (1972) implicated pontocerebellar pathways in mam-
mals in the visual control of movement. In general, the
tectum is thought to be important for numerous visuomo-
tor behaviors, such as figure—ground segregation and dis-
crimination of the motion of an object from self-induced
optical motion (Frost and Nakayama, 1983), orienting re-
sponses, and avoidance behavior (Ewert, 1970; Ingle,
1970). Perhaps this tectal information is integrated with
optic flow information from LMm in the cerebellum to
facilitate obstacle avoidance during locomotion. For exam-
ple, during translation, a radial optic flow pattern would
result, which would be detected by neurons in LMm. In
addition, stationary objects would move relative to the
background, creating the ideal stimulus to activate deep
tectal cells (Frost and Nakayama, 1983), which project to
the pontine nuclei (Hellmann et al., 2004). Thus, steering
likely involves the integration of multiple visual cues, and
the anatomical data found in this study indicate that this
integration could be accomplished in folia VI-VIII. Of
course, the anatomical information itself does not conclu-
sively validate the function of these folia; however, it does
provide the basis for further investigation.
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