Introduction to Ernest Becker’s, “The Birth and Death of Meaning”

BDM Was originally written in 1962 and revised in 1971

Becker was a cultural anthropologist.

3 POINTS IN FAVOR OF BECKER’S IDEAS.

1.  He Was Interdisciplinary:  

2.  He avoided Eroneous Poo-Poohing

3. He was a synthetic thinker.  

WHAT IS THE NATURE OF SOCIAL SCIENCE?
WHAT HAVE THE SOCIAL SCIENCES REVEALED?

HOW ARE WE SIMILAR TO OTHER ANIMALS?

HOW ARE WE DIFFERENT FROM OTHER ANIMALS?
Brief overview of evolution...
Key ingredient of evolutionary theory is the notion of genetic variability that would lead to differences in behavior.
There are 2 primary sources of GV:

1.  Sex –

2.  Mutation – 

ADAPTATIONS
e.g., Marine Aguanas & Peacocks

DRAWBACKS OF EVOLUTIONARY THINKING IN PSYCHOLOGY
1. Add-hoc explanations:  
2. Everything is or was adaptive:



GENETIC DRIFT:  Migration



SPANDRELS: Female Hyena Clitoris



CHANCE EVENTS:  
