Review from last class
WHY CAN’T WE JUST ACCEPT THE FICTIONAL NATURE OF OUR OWN WORLDVIEW?

1. This would undermine our self-worth

2. We are animals doomed to die

Civilization originates in delayed infancy and its function is security.  It is a huge network of more or less successful attempts to protect mankind against the danger of object-loss, the colossal efforts made by a baby who is afraid of being alone in the dark.
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SYMBOLIC REINSTINCTIVIZATION

-we give up freedom for security; the security of a protective cultural screen that restricts our freedom by rules, social norms, pleasing others, etc.

ARE SOME CULTURES BETTER THAN OTHERS?

Provide for the physical needs of its members:
Provide as many members as possible with a sense of meaning and value

Do a & b without hurting others
Should maintain balance with the natural world
A good culture teaches people how to live and die

WHAT LEVEL OF MEANING IS BEST?

Is there any way to get around symbolic re-instinctivization?

Personal 
Social

Secular

Sacred

IS THERE A CERTAIN DISTORTION IN BECKER’S ANALYSIS?

WHY DO PEOPLE COMMIT SUICIDE?

Becker continued his analysis in the following books…
Denial of Death (1973) ---Pulitzer prize
Escape from Evil (1975)

